
THE WHITE HOUSE 



September 19, 1970 


MEMORANDUM FOR 


The Deputy Secretary of Defense 

The Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs 
The Director of Central Intelligence 

SUBJECT: NSSM 99 - Cambodia Strategy Options Paper 


At the meeting of the Senior Review Group September 15, 1970, at 
which the ,r Strategy Options for Cambodia” portion of the response to 
NSSM 99 was discussed, the following next steps were agreed: 



The current VSSG Working Group paper would be expanded 
to include a new strategy which seeks the long term objective 
of Strategy 2 (i. e. , Cambodian forces capable of defending 
without significant long term intervention by South Viet- 
namese forces) and the defense of a viable area as envisaged 
in variant 3 of Strategy 3 encompassing roughly one -half 
of Cambodia. This new strategy would presume the involve- 
ment of South Vietnamese forces in the defense of Cambodia 




but on a declining scale during the period of the build-up 
and improvement of Cambodian forces. 



--In the development of the above strategy, extimates of likely 
levels of NVA/VC reinforcements over the next six months 
would be contrasted with alternative levels of Cambodian 
and South Vietnamese forces needed to conduct the defense 

in light of the assumed NVA/VC force levels. In other 
words, the effects of the increasing capability of Cambodian 

forces should be related to the estimated reduction in the 
need for South Vietnamese forces which Cambodian improve- 
ment would permit. These data should be reflected in chart 
form. 
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As to resource requirements, a paper should be developed 

by OMB and State which defines: 

. If we do not get a supplemental appropriation, how we 

could finance for the full year FY 71a Cambodian program 
at the level necessary to sustain an expenditure rate at 
or near the rate now estimated for the first six months of 
the year. 

♦ 

. If a supplemental request is to be made after the first of 
the year, how we could continue to finance Cambodia 
program at the present expenditure rate until additional 
funds were made available. 

. If a supplemental appropriation is to be requested early in 
Calendar Year 1971, the amount which should be requested 
to support the strategy developed in accordance with the 
foregoing guidelines. 

The papers are to be prepared by September 23, 1970 for further con- 
sideration by the Senior Review Group. 

The due date for submission of the final NSSM 99 Southeast Asia 
Strategy paper is changed to October 30, 1970. 

* 

/ -7 A 

Henry A. Kissinger 


cc: Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Mr. James Schlesinger, Assistant Director, OMB 
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